Positioning/layout

Can you talk about positioning and how to make it work with today's browsers?

I would like to know if there is way to get 2 columns of information on 

a screen using CSS, and make it look the same in both Netscape 4.7 and IE 5.0. 

I have made two columns using CSS, but what looks good in one browser does not in 

the other, primarily due to inconsistent spacing. (At least what I tried did that!)

liquid css--- fact or fiction?

Is there a way to layout a page using CSS rather than HTML tables in a way that will still be viewable in all browsers (especially in Netscape 4.7+) without having to maintain multiple versions of the page.

We just started designing in 800x600. Our pages need to be designed so that everything prints on the page. I read a lot of articles on it that said if you keep everything within 774 pixels it would print. I am not finding this to be true. I'm not sure if this is the sort of questions you wanted or not.

Compatibility/Moving On

Is there a subset of CSS that is more platform/browser friendly?

Interested in autodetecting browsers and serving the best css sheet for browser or for accessibility.

css and NN4.x  - when can we stop banging our heads against the wall, or how to elegantly not support it.  ie... the 'a list apart' method is not really an option.  if we absolutley MUST continue to support NN4x for now, what is the best way to implement css so that it will gracefully degrade?  what do you think of the @import trick? (i like it).

The competing intersts of coding to Web standards and creating good Marketing sites (especially that look good on Netscape 4 to IE 6 to Opera) are at times contradictory to say the least.  What balance do you feel is most appropriate which meets both needs?

How do you handle CSS browser compatability issues?  Ex. Earlier browsers don't support CSS, but that's the most efficient way to handle formatting issues.  How do you make sure those browsers can still function?

I use limited amounts of CSS because of fears that older browsers won't recognize it. So I use it for font choice and sizes but not much else, and in some cases add Font tags inside A HREF tags to get what I want in Netscape. I know CSS does much more on the font side as well as other layout features. Which of these are backward compatible and to what browser version? When is it time to draw the line and move on?

Detection

There are several "turnkey" approaches to cross-browser compatibility (e.g, DOM, Dynapi).  Scripts that use a series of if statements are a pain to maintain. Any thoughts on the best approach?

Miscellaneous

Can you explain situations when you would want to use an ID Selector? Typically, I do this with an inline style.

I would like some tips on using CSS in design, and not just for font representation.

At colleges, web support is often decentralized among many people in diverse offices.  How challenges appear when "amateurs" try to establish and maintain style sheets?  What have been successful methods for training large numbers of people to manage CSS definitions?

css: My three primary interests are:

1) Web based training - solutions for providing compliance based training for the higher ed audiance.

2) Creating application driven information on demand, dynamic web sites.

3) Empowering users with competant computing skills to add content to their web sites.

